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STATE  PLEASE  PASS  TO  NEA/MAG;  ENERGY  FOR  GINA  ERICKSON;  COMMERCE  FOR  NATE  MASON 
E.O.  12958:  DECL : 10/8/2019  TAGS:  PGOV  LY  ECON  EINV  EPET  PREL  MCAP 

CLASSIFIED  BY:  Yael  Lempert,  A/DCM,  U.S.  Embassy  Tripoli,  U.S.  Department  of  State.  REASON:  1.4  (b),  (d) 

1. (C)  On  October  7,  a Libyan  MiG-23  fighter  jet  crashed  during  a demonstration  flight  at  the  third  annual  Libyan  Aviation  Expo  (LAVEX) . Accordi 

2. (C)  The  aircraft  crashed  into  a residential  area  about  two  kilometers  from  observation  platforms  at  LAVEX.  The  official  Libyan  press  agency  i 

3. (C)  Comment:  At  the  expo,  Libya's  aging  air  force  - which  is  only  slowly  recovering  from  years  of  unreliable  maintenance  and  lack  of  spare-pa 


